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/Front: Libertarians this week took the offensive against the totalitarian forces which devised 
ecénsure of Senator McCarthy. 

General Stratemeyer (the air-commander who flattened Japan) came out as head of an organiza- 
tion entitled “Ten Million Americans” (Hotel Roosevelt, New York, N.Y.), which is designed to support 
the Wisconsin Senator and all he stands for, and called for millions of signed petitions demanding defeat 

of the censure resolution. With Stratemeyer in this endeavor are Admiral William A. Standley, former 
Chief of Naval Operations; General James A. Van Fleet; Lt. General Pedro del Valle, Commander of 
the Marines at Guadalcanal; and Admiral John Crommelin. 

Those in the Capital who score the points in the daily struggle between Americans and pro- 
Communists credit this group with a well-calculated move. They say that this week’s publicity offensive 
should have been mounted last spring, when the full force of centralized government was thrown at 
McCarthy with the cry, “he impugns the honor of the Army.” This charge although untrue was 
effective, because the public did not realize that McCarthy was not attacking the generals, the fine flower 
of the regular army, but was seeking to prosecute the civilian bureaucrats of the Department of the 
Army, the chair-warmers who promoted Peress. The public was unaware that the Department of the 
Army was infiltrated with leftwingers whose maneuvers to cover up their protection of subversives led 
to the crisis of the whole McCarthy affair. (See HUMAN EVENTS, May 19, 1954). 

Today, the forthright statement of these generals and admirals clears the air (however belatedly) 
and throws the pro-Communist elements on the defensive. 

Secondly, in the past 48 hours, Senator Jenner of Indiana launched an eloquent attack on the 
censure resolution and demanded action to put an end to the use of the Senate by the pro-Communist 
strategists. His words, which brought applause from the galleries, put the whole censure affair in the 
correct perspective: “We cannot vote for or against the charges in the indictment, for the indictment 
is in error. The most important evidence on the question was not considered. That evidence is the 
all-important fact that Senator McCarthy was fighting a conspiracy. To bring in a censure resolution 
against a Senator, while ignoring a conspiracy against him, is like bringing in an indictment for murder 
against a private citizen, while ignoring the evidence that a goon squad had made nightly attempts to 
murder him and his wife and children . . . It [the Watkins Committee] comes close to asking the 
Senate to help the conspiracy to punish a public official who has defied it.” 

Tken Jenner called for tabling the censure resolution and for going on the offensive against the con- 
spiracy so as to uncover “conspiratorial influence on the Senate of the United States.” Specifically, the 
Indiana Senator suggested that the Internal Security Subcommittee probe evidence of Communist attempts 
to influence Congress, in short to serve as an F.B.I. to safeguard the integrity of the legislative body, 


California Sets the Pace: It’s getting to be that people have to look to sages in the Sunset state for 
leadership in politics these days. Senator Knowland of California, top man of the GOP majority now 
meeting on Capitol Hill, rudely brought. that body back to reality from the absurdity of the censure 
resolution yesterday by calling for a reconsideration of our whole foreign policy. Coming from the 
party chief in the upper house, this statement — we happen to know — spread deep unhappiness among 
the White House Palace Guard. The last thing they want is a long debate just now in the Senate 
over the mess created by the State Department which is still filled with Acheson holdovers, Californian 
Knowland has the “liberal” advisers worried as much as Californian Knight, whose big victory in the 
governorship race, has placed him in the forefront of the national political scene. 

For Knight’s commanding position stands in bright contrast to that of the Eisenhower “liberals” 
— of Ives, Dewey, Lodge, the “liberal” bosses of New York, Pennsylvania, Connecticut who went down 
to defeat on November 2. Writers are beginning to wake up to the fact of this epochal defeat of the 
GOP New Dealers. After HUMAN EVENTS pointed out this development on November 3, Walter 
Leckrone, editor of the Scripps /ndianapolis Times, followed suit, noting the “shift in balance of power 
within the Republican Party.” Leckrone said: “The votes of their own bailiwicks all but completed 
the destruction of the power of the party wing led by Governor Dewey that dominated the 1952 con- 
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vention. They obviously left intact, or if anything slightly strengthened, the bloc that was beaten in that 
convention.” In short, the “Taft wing” emerged better than before, the “Dewey wing” utterly routed. 
Ray Tucker, veteran Washington columnist, also noted the “stunning reverses of the liberal Republican 
leaders . . . literally wiped off the map.” 

So, the truth is coming out, despite contrary efforts of the clique surrounding the President, and 
their friends in the press. This aggregation is mainly responsible for the fantastic “line” dissemiiated 
in the press — that the election was a defeat for GOP conservatives, a victory for the party “liberals” 
and a personal triumph for the President. In short, the press sycophants (who live on government 
publicity handouts and “leaks,” which are given only to “cooperative” reporters) have created much 
of the confusion in the public mind about the election. 


Not Merely Gossip: Real liberals (as distinct from the “totalitarian liberals”) are planning to put 
French Premier Mendes-France on the spot when the latter arrives on his American visit (which, inci- 
dentally, was not encouraged by Dulles). This arch-appeaser of Soviet Russia, it is alleged, has 
permitted a real nationwide reign of terror against anti-Communists in France. Many are fleeing to 
Switzerland for refuge. 

@ General A. C. Wedemeyer is around Washington these days. It is reported that he is engaged 
on an important assignment from the Joint Congressional Committee on Atomic Energy. His job is to 
survey and report on the military concept of “Fortress America,” hemisphere defense — by air power 
and guided missiles — of the “American Island” against a world fast coming under the hegemony of 
Soviet Russia. His findings may prove as sensational as his famous “Wedemeyer Report” on China 
and Korea in 1947-8, which the Truman Administration smothered, with such disastrous results. 

@ In the judgment of intelligence sources, the shooting down of the U.S. B-29 off Japan was a 
stroke of Communist psychological warfare: it was deliberately timed and staged to coincide with the 
visit of Japanese Premier Yoshida to the United States. The Russians were seeking to terrorize the 
Japanese and to give the impression that the U.S. cannot help Japan to defend itself against Soviet 
military power. 

@ The stay-at-home vote, as noted by the New York Post (a vigorous opponent of McCarthy), 
on November 3: “In the strongly pro-McCarthy districts of Queens and Brooklyn there was a sizable 
number of stay-at-homes. Based on 1950 figures, only 70 per cent of the voters in these districts reg- 
istered, compared to a 90 per cent turnout in the liberal districts of the city. Had the pro-Joe contingent 
been eligible to vote, they would undoubtedly have swung the state to the Republicans.” 


Dixon-Yates: Although the Dixon-Yates contract has been fully signed by the Atomic Energy Com- 
mission, the supporters of TVA are confident they can yet defeat it. Three lines of attack are already 
being developed: 

(1) Persuade Congress not to appropriate the money for the AEC to pay for the Dixon-Yates power. 

(2) The Dixon-Yates groups will have to offer securities to banks and insurance companies to get 
the more than one hundred million dollars necessary to construct their plant. These securities must first 
be approved by the Securities-Exchange Commission and the contract provides that if SEC does not 
approve their issuance the Dixon-Yates groups may then withdraw from the contract. The plan, there- 
fore, is to find:a way to drag out SEC hearings to a point where Dixon and Yates and their backers will 
be goaded into withdrawing from the contract. If that happens, the deal will die an administrative death. 

(3) Make use of the “recapture clause” inserted in the contract almost at the last minute. Mounting 
pressure from “liberal” groups altered the contract considerably before it was signed. Out of six important 
changes, five were intended to appease TVA supporters. The most crucial of these was the “recapture 
clause,” permitting the government to take over the private plant — lock, stock and barrel — at any- 
time within the next three years. 

In short, Dixon and Yates are given the uncertain privilege of constructing their plant at a low cost 
advantageous to the government. The private power industry curbs wasteful construction by imposing rigid 
price ceilings on all construction estimates. On estimates for government-built power plants — by contrast 
— there are no:ceilings, with the result that final costs often are shockingly above original construction 
estimates: Thus Dixon and Yates are invited to construct their plant as economically as possible while 
the government reserves the right to take it away from them at any time within the next three years. 

“The recapure clause” in effect, hangs over the heads of Dixon and Yates like a Damoclean sword, 
may descend and rob these private interests of the fruits of their free enterprise efforts. 





The avalanche of orders by-wire, telephone and letter for the November 10th Article “The McCarthy Record” by 
Willard Edwards suggests that all records for HUMAN EVENTS reprints may be broken. Copies cost 6 for $1; 
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A Program For Conservatives, by Russell Kirk. 
Henry Regnery Co., Chicago. $4.00. Reviewed by 
Garet Garrett. 


There are signs of an intellectual vacuum in the world, 
created in this curious way — that while ideology was 
beginning to lose faith in its own answers the enemy was 
nodding and therefore ill prepared to make a counter- 
attack. The enemy of course — the natural enemy of all 


ideology is the conservative, who had almost forgotten 
his own creed. 


This may be illustrated by something that happened at 
Yale Law School. Some third year students organized 
themselves as the Conservative Society of Yale Law 
School, and were then, in their own words, “disturbed 
over the ignorance of conservative principles displayed 
even by those sympathetic to conservatism.” Evidently 
their own University was not too sympathetic, for when 
they moved for a series of lectures on “The Role of the 
Conservative in Today’s World,” they had to go outside 
for their first speaker. He was Professor Russell Kirk, 
who from asking himself the same question — what is a 
conservative? had just written a book about it, entitled 
A Program for Conservatives, (Henry Regnery Company, 
Chicago). 


Dr. Kirk says: “Where ideology seizes upon a nation’s 
consciousness, the influence of true conservatism declines; 
and where the power of ideology declines, there conserva- 
tism has opportunity for appealing anew to men’s minds; 
and appeal to them it must... . I think that our country, 
like most of western Europe, is drifting away from 
ideology and that only an elevated conservatism can avert 
that bored indifference to past and future, and that de- 
structive contempt for all moral values, which work the 
ruin of order.” 


Conservatism is the negation of all ideology. Why? 


Because whether they be Communist, Fabian Socialist 
or American Liberal, all ideologues begin by assuming 
that existence is a rational business; that by abstract 
reason the planners can perfect human society if only 
they have the power to make people obey their rules. 


In this scheme, says Dr. Kirk, “there is no room left 
for Providence, or chance or free will or prudence.” The 
conservative, on the other hand, believes the individual 
is foolish although the species is wise.” And if you are 
going to invoke the wisdom of the species you have to 
venerate Chesterton’s “democracy of the dead” — that is 
to say, the considered judgment of the wise men who 
died before our time. The ideologue has neither ancestors 
nor history. The conservative is bound by history in 
order to establish the continuity of past, present and 


future. The ideologue is a leveller. The conservative 
believes in an aristocracy of mind and spirit. 


If you think a conservative is a tycoon or capitalist 
you may be very wrong, according to Dr. Kirk. He etches 
three true conservatives. One of them is a truck driver. 
A capitalist may be a radical. But whatever he is, or 
thinks he is, he is bound to worship efficiency and success; 
and what an intellectual conservative would say to that 
may astonish him. 


“Tf,” says Kirk, “the worship of efficiency were an 
all-American value, then we should be a doomed people, 
for an exclusive devotion to material improvement, to the 
utter neglect of moral principle and ‘the unbought grace 
of life,’ is the swiftest way to catastrophe. The cult of 
efficiency is a Suicide Club because it despises the dignity 
of human personality and therefore provokes the reaction 
of human beings, whose deepest instinct tells them they 
are not meant to be machines.” 


From this passage one may guess what Dr. Kirk’s in- 
tellectual conservative thinks of mass production, mass 
education and the statistical ecstasy of a rising standard 
of living. He says: “It might have been well enough 
fifty years ago to exhort the public to free competition 
and the profit motive and the grandeur of the self-made 
man. But it will not do today when men must have 
principles by which to live and die. American con- 
servatives ought to talk a great deal less about the laws 
of economics and a great deal more about the laws of 
justice.” 

Dr. Kirk’s true conservative is a mystic, finally. 
He says: “Our time, sick nigh unto death of utilitarian- 
ism and literalness, cries out for myth and fable. Great 
myths are not merely susceptible of rational interpre- 
tation; they are truth, transcendent truth.” A kind of 
truth not to be arrived at by any statistical method. 


There is probably nowhere a chamber of commerce that 
could recognize Dr. Kirk’s true conservative. If that is 
a fact, does it disparage Dr. Kirk or does it explain 
why the chamber of commerce mentality, never having 
been able to advance conservatism to the’ gallantry of a 
fighting faith, now itself is corrupted by the slogans of 
ideology? 

When you have read Dr. Kirk’s book you may know 
why you are a conservative, if you are; it will make 
you wiser but no happier. 


We are wiser, but not happy, as we put the above 
posthumous piece into print. For, after sending us 
the manuscript, Garet Garrett died on November 6. 


To the greatest of our conservative writers, who 
charmed us by his literary skill and profoundly 
influenced us by his wisdom— Ave Atque Vale. 
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DISCRIMINATION AT CHRISTMAS 


Some of your friends would best like to be remembered this Christmas with a subscription to 
HUMAN EVENTS. Why? Because they are your friends. 


As you are a reader of this publication, it can be assumed that you associate with people 
interested in public affairs. For them, you could not select a more appropriate gift. Not only 
will this commentary on the course of events appeal to them, but every week it will be a welcome 
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A FRONT FOR NATIONALIZED EDUCATION 


By FELIX WITTMER 


fds NATIONAL CITIZENS COMMISSION for the Public Schools has ‘‘arrived” as a great, 
ubiquitous organization which is billed as a valuable aid in saving our public school 
system, and which therefore demands support of well-meaning citizens. Few people are 
aware of its origin and philosophy and the make-up of its promoters. Here are some facts 
for parents and civic leaders. 
About six years ago, Dr. James P. Conant, one-time President of Harvard, and 


_ Professor Paul R. Mort, of Columbia Teachers College, conceived the idea of the National 


Citizens Commission for the Public Schools. Conant is the ancient New Deal minion and 
protagonist of world government schemes; Mort received his training and has taught 
since 1929 at Columbia Teachers College. He has served in various capacities with the 
National Education Association. 

The Highlights Report of NCCPS, printed in 1951 by Time, Inc., while featuring 
the pictures of the 35 Commission members, does not highlight Conant and Mort; their 
established preferences for such left wing causes as federal aid to education and benevo- 


lent undessettiding for the Soviet Union are kept in the background. After all, successful 


business executives, whose corporations represent hundreds of millions of dollars, but 
who are not necessarily acquainted with the immutable laws of economics, represent the 
Commission. 

Business Week, May 12, 1951, describes as the Commission’s chief aims an addition 
by 1960 of 520,000 new classrooms, 50% more than we now have, and higher teachers’ 
salaries. Where is the money to come from? Says Business Week, ‘the Commission thinks 
state and federal aid will eventually be needed.” 

In the pattern of organizations which tend to make our once free education dependent 
on the central government, NCCPS plays a formidable role. The National Education 
Association itself, with its 29 departments, 24 commissions and committees, 14 head- 
quarters divisions and one centralized council, has long realized that it needs the 
cooperation of semi-official organizations, like the National Congress of Parent-Teacher 
Associations, and of independent groups, like the American Association of University 
Women, League of Women Voters, Public Education Association and National Citizens 
Commission for the Public Schools. While a graphic description would place these latter 
associations in the outer orbit of NEA, they are actually of much greater importance than 
mere satellites. Their apparent independence gives weight to collaboration with NEA 
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departments like the American Association of School Administrators, Association for 
Supervision and Curriculum Development, National Association of Secondary-School 
Principals and National Council for the Social Studies. 


The pamphlet Schools Are What We Make Them, published by Bell & Howell Com- 
pany, Chicago, Illinois, has been distributed by NCCPS. The title page carried the 
message: ‘From the National Commission for the Public Schools... .”” On page 24, sug- 
gestively illustrated by a picture of the national Capitol, there is the following paragraph: 

“Changes in federal legislation sometimes are urgently needed. Although state and 
national groups are likely to propose such changes, citizens’ groups in thousands of 
communities must support them. An example of how federal legislation depends on 


public support is the quarter-century drive which has been required to obtain general 
federal financial aid for public education.” 


Ww" THE NCCPS is apparently to function as a protector of the NEA lobby in its 
drive for federal aid, it is evidently also meant to confuse, intimidate and destroy 
the grass roots opposition to wide-spread socialistic education. Heavily subsidized by such 
traditional sponsors of left wing projects as the Carnegie Corporation (which granted 
the Commission $400,000 in two years), the Rockefeller General Education Board and 
Sloan Foundation — NCCPS, through its contacts with the Advertising Board, might 
easily be fancied to represent the people’s grass roots movement, which of course it doesn’t. 

During 1950, for instance, ‘‘a total of 10,257 newspaper advertisements appeared in 
dailies and weeklies in every state of the nation.” Thirty full-page advertisements, 5,000 
outdoor posters, 90,000 ad cards in buses, subways and street cars, hundreds of spot 
announcements on radio and television networks, milk bottle tops, auto tags and postage 
meters hit the American public in 1950 alone. The advertising firm of New Dealers 
Benton and Bowles prepared the ads. 


A 56-page pamphlet, How Can Citizens Help Their Schools? was issued by NCCPS 
in 1953. The National Congress of Parents and Teachers, with its 38,000 units and 
7,200,000 members, which has long been exposed to NEA’s statist concept of remaking 
our society, is prominently described. The Public Education Association of New York 
City, wholeheartedly endorsed by the left wing Americans for Democratic Action and 
of course NCCPS’s co-originator, Professor Paul R. Mort, is given a big play in this 
NCCPS pamphlet. | 

Incidentally, Roy E. Larsen, the chairman of NCCPS, in 1951 addressed a PEA dinner 
meeting at the Waldorf at which the PEA bulletin, The Fight For — and Against — 
Good Schools, was made available for the distinguished guests. This bulletin represents an 
unreasonable, unkind and partisan attack on some of our finest representatives of the 
Constitutionalist grass roots movement, such as the patriotic citizens of Scarsdale and 
Pasadena, and the Educational Reviewer. It stooped to calling the Educational Reviewer 
a “profiteer in hysteria.” 
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Actually this thoughtful quarterly for the most part filled with articles and reviews 
by established college professors, had never more than a thousand subscribers and after 
a few years of struggle, folded for lack of funds. Had NCCPS’s financial sponsors, the 
Carnegie Corporation or the Rockefeller Foundation, given The Educational Reviewer 
one-tenth the amount they granted to NCCPS, this worthy enterprise would have been 
continued. So much regarding “‘profiteering.”” The annual PEA Report, handed out at 
said dinner meeting, discloses that the “coordinating committee” of New York’s Public 
Education Association comprises such left wing outfits as Americans for Democratic Action, 
Child Study Association, National Association for the Advancement of Colored People and 
the New York City League of Women Voters. ' 


Sena: David Hulburd, who wrote the prejudiced book, This Happened 
in Pasadena, has been a writer with Time magazine for some twenty years. Roy E. 
Larsen, chairman of NCCPS, is President of Time, Inc. Dr. James P. Conant, co-originator 
of the Commission (and quondam chairman of NEA’s Educational Policies Commission) , 
wrote a glowing review of the Hulburd book in the New York Times Book Review of 
April 29, 1951. 

By 1953, it had become evident that NCCPS would use the 2,300 local organizations 
it had set up within five years to eradicate those who opposed socialistic trends in our 
education. Pages 14 and 15 of the 1953 Anniversary Yearbook reproduce such headlines 
as: “Right Wing Group Hit by U.M.W.;” “School Probes Hit as Threat to Free Educa- 
tion,” and “Public Alerted to Halt Smear Upon Schools.” Palmer Hoyt, publisher of the 
left wing Denver Post and Clarence Faust, President of the Fund for the Advancement 
of Education of the Ford Foundation, were featured at the 1953 annual dinner in Denver. 

A quick look at the list of officers and national sponsors of the NCCPS leaves no 
doubt whatever about the pronouncedly left wing character of the organization. Both 
Roy E. Larsen, the chairman, and James F. Brownlee, the vice-chairman, have been promi- 
nently associated with Paul Gray Hoffman’s Committee for Economic Development, a group 
of businessmen afflicted with the Keynesian, state-interventionist (viz. socialistic) virus. 
During World War II, Brownlee was Deputy OPA Administrator. Leo Perlis, NCCPS 
Secretary, is a national CIO officer. Here are nine typical NCCPS members, featured in 
the Commission’s “Highlights Report.” 


1. Samuel C. Gale, director of Foreign Policy Association, which has published much 
pro-Soviet material, and whose research director, Vera Micheles Dean, has frequently 
shown sympathy for the Kremlin’s line. 


2. Lester B. Granger, Executive director of the National Urban League. 


3. Robert Heller, prominent in Paul Hoffman’s CED and the (Fabian socialist) National 
Planning Association, a veteran national sponsor of the bureaucratic causes. 


4, Palmer Hoyt, once director of Elmer Davis’s Communist-infiltrated OWI, publisher 
of the “liberal” Denver Post. 









































. Mrs. Samuel A. Lewisohn, of the Public Education Association, where she is asso- 
ciated with such radicals as Mrs. Joseph P. Lash and Dean Ernest O. Melby, of N.Y.U, 


6. Mrs. Eugene Meyer, wife of the owner of the Washington Post-Times Herald, whose 
line usually coincides with that of Americans for Democratic Action. Vo 


7. Victor G. Reuther, Director, Department of Education, United Automobile, Aircraft 
‘and Agricultural Implement Workers, CIO. One-time fervent pilgrim to Moscow, 


the heart of the socialist fatherland, Mr. Reuther, like his brother Walter, now pur- et : 
sues the collectivist dream along evolutionary lines. “ acid 
8. Beardsley Ruml, originator of the “‘pay-as-you-go” income tax plan. A director of | “wor 


Macy’s, Muzak, Bulova Watch Co., and other prosperous companies, Mr. Ruml has | Ame: 
been associated with the Carnegie and Rockefeller Foundations — which have been | pape 
generous to NCCPS. the F 


9. Raymond Rubicam, founder and retired head of Young and Rubicam, Inc., and a 
trustee of Paul Hoffman’s state interventionist Committee for Economic Development. publ: 


For the record, but also for the sake of brevity, we might here merely enumerate the f 


other National Commission members, honored in New-Fair Deal circles. They include we 
Mrs. Barry Bingham; Hodding Carter; Edward R. Eastman; George Gallup; Mrs. Bruce 
Gould; Fred K. Hoehler; Robert Littell; Stanley Marcus; James G. K. McClure; Neil H. eee 


McElroy; George Houk Mead; Dr. Karl A. Menninger; O. H. Roberts, Jr.; Louis B. inter 
Seltzer; Richard Joyce Smith; Frank Stanton; Charles Allen Thomas; Henry Toy; Charles and 
E. Wyzanski, Jr.; and P. Bernard Young, Jr. 

Other illustrious names have decorated NCCPS publications. Dwight David Eisen- | the 
hower and Bernard Baruch have expressed pleasant generalities in letters to the NCCPS. save 
Frank W. Abrams has addressed the organization. Dr. Willard E. Goslin, of Pasadena hae 
notoriety, figures on the advisory panel of NCCPS. 

On February 17, 1953, Mrs. Agnes E. Meyer, of NCCPS, speaking before the The 
American Association of School Administrators, a department of the NEA, in Atlantic of 
City, stated that McCarthy, Jenner and Velde do not have the moral and intellectual (Ga 
qualifications to conduct Congressional investigations. She especially questioned McCarthy’s 
“honesty, his moral integrity, and therefore his right to retain his seat in the Senate.” 








In a recent Collier’s article praised by some conservatives, NCCPS was mentioned as if ve 
it represented the grass roots movement. Such a view is, of course, grossly erroneous. and 
NCCPS is particularly dangerous because to the average citizen it still looks middle-of- inte 
the-road while in reality it does spade work for the grave-diggers of freedom and se 
self-reliance. 

for 
FELIX WITTMER, formerly on the faculty of State Teachers College, Montclair, N. J., has contributed to - 
HUMAN EVENTS, American Mercury and The Freeman. We 
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